FILTERS OFF: Living Authentic in a Fake World
Daniel 1:8-21

Let me show you guys something real quick. (pull out phone) How many filters does your phone
have? Beauty filter, sparkle filter, that one that makes you look like a dog... But check this out -
there's something wild about chameleons that connects to what we're talking about today.

A chameleon doesn't just change colors —it creates an ILLUSION. It's showing you what it wants
you to see, not what's really there. Sound familiar? Come on, somebody!

The Filter Factory

Let's get uncomfortable for a minute. The average person:
e Takes 7 selfies before posting one
e Uses 2-3filters per post
e Spends 20 minutes crafting a caption

¢ And still doesn't feel good enough!

And some of you aren’t just filtering your photos — you're filtering your WHOLE LIFE!
e Filtering your struggles
o Filtering your doubts

o Filtering your faith

The Daniel Difference

But let me introduce you to somebody who refused to use filters in a filter-obsessed culture.
Daniel was a young person —just like you — dropped into Babylon, the most filtered city in the
world!

Babylon was like Instagram, TikTok, and Snapchat all rolled into one:
e Everybody flexing their fake lifestyle
e Everybody changing who they are to fit in
e Everybody putting on a show

But watch this — Daniel 1:8 says, "Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself." In other words, Daniel said, “NO FILTERS!"

The Real vs. Reel Life

Now, some of y'all are living two different lives:

¢ Your Instagram life vs. your real life



¢ Your TikTok testimony vs. your true testimony

e Your social media self vs. your Sunday morning self

But here's what's crazy about being a chameleon Christian — eventually, you forget your true
colors!

Daniel could have:
e Changed his diet to fitin
e Changed his prayers to blend in
e Changed his beliefs to get ahead

But Daniel understood something that some of us need to screenshot: "IT'S BETTER TO BE
REJECTED FOR WHO YOU ARE THAN ACCEPTED FOR WHO YOU'RE NOT!"

The Authentication Process

Watch this —when Daniel chose to be authentic:
1. People noticed
2. God promoted

3. The culture respected

Let me tell you something: Better to have 10 real followers than 10,000 fake ones! Come on,
somebody!

The Filter Test

Let's do something right now. Pull out your phone. Look at your last five posts and answer these
questions:

e Isthisreally me?
¢ Would Jesus double tap this?

e Am | creating a highlight reel or living a holy life?

The Authentic Algorithm

Here's what's wild about authenticity — it's got a better algorithm than Instagram! When you're
real:

e Real people connect with you
e Real opportunities find you

¢ Real purpose flows through you



Daniel didn't need filters because he had favor! He didn't need to change colors because he was
confidentin his calling!

The Chameleon Check

Some of us have been:
e Changing colors to get more likes
e Switching up to get more views
e Filtering your faith to fitin

But God is calling you to be AUTHENTICALLY YOU!

The Filter-Free Challenge
This week, we're doing three things:

1. The Profile Purge
¢ Delete any posts that don't reflect your real self
¢ Unfollow accounts that make you feel fake
e Post one completely unfiltered truth about your faith journey
2. The Reality Check
e Where have you been hiding behind filters?
« What parts of your faith have you been editing out?
¢ Who's the real you when no one's watching?
3. The Daniel Declaration
¢ Choose one area where you'll refuse to compromise
e Share your real struggles with your real friends

e Letyourtestimony be unfiltered

The Truth About Trends

Listen to me —trends changeg, filters fade, but truth lasts forever! Daniel wasn't trending in
Babylon, but he was transforming it!

You don't need:
e Betterfilters — you need better faith

¢ More followers — you need more focus



e Perfect posts —you need perfect peace

The Bottom Line

A chameleon changes colors to hide, but a lion's roar can't be filtered! It's time to stop hiding and
start roaring! It's time to be real in a fake world!

Because one day, all the filters will fade away, and God's not going to ask you:
e How many likes you got
¢ How many filters you used
¢ How many followers you had
He's going to ask: "Did you show them the real you? Did you show them the real Me?"

It's time to take the filters off! It's time to let your true colors shine! It's time to be
AUTHENTICALLY YOU!



